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Senate 
The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN 
RAY LUJÁN, a Senator from the State 
of New Mexico. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, who remains the same 

when all else fades, thank You for lov-
ing and using us for Your glory. 

Guide our Senators in the footsteps 
of those who were willing to risk all for 
freedom, who carved tunnels of hope 
through mountains of despair. 

Lord, uphold our Nation with Your 
wisdom and might, enabling it to con-
tinue to be a city of refuge for those 
whose hearts yearn for freedom. 

Keep us all from untimely and self- 
made cares as we continue to fix our 
eyes on You, the author and finisher of 
our faith. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 21, 2021. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BEN RAY LUJÁN, a 

Senator from the State of New Mexico, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. LUJÁN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the 
following nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Bonnie D. Jen-
kins, of New York, to be Under Sec-
retary of State for Arms Control and 
International Security. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

DEBT CEILING 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, 
before I get into the substance of my 
remarks, I just heard Leader MCCON-
NELL’s statements on debt ceiling. 

The leader’s statements on debt ceil-
ing are shameless, cynical, and totally 
political. This debt is Trump debt. It is 
COVID debt. Democrats joined three 
times during the Trump administra-
tion to do the responsible thing. The 
bottom line is that Leader MCCONNELL 
should not be playing political games 

with the full faith and credit of the 
United States. Americans pay their 
debts. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
Mr. President, now, let’s get into 

what is happening here in the Senate 
this afternoon. 

The Senate will hold a procedural 
vote to get the legislative process 
started on a bipartisan infrastructure 
bill. I have been very clear about what 
this vote is. This vote is only the first 
step in the legislative process on the 
Senate floor. It is merely a vote about 
whether the Senate is ready to begin 
debating a bipartisan infrastructure 
bill. 

I have also been very clear about 
what this vote is not. This vote is not 
a deadline to have every final detail 
worked out. It is not an attempt to jam 
anyone. If Senators agree to adopt the 
motion to proceed, the bipartisan 
group of Senators will have many op-
portunities to make their agreement 
the base of the bill, even if they need a 
few more days to finalize the language. 

My colleagues are well aware that we 
often agree to move forward with de-
bates on issues before we have the final 
text of the bill in hand. We have done 
it twice this year already: the anti- 
Asian hate crimes bill and the U.S. In-
novation and Competition Act. Both 
times, the Senate produced successful 
bipartisan legislation. There is no rea-
son we can’t repeat that process here 
on infrastructure. 

We are now in the fourth week of ne-
gotiations since the bipartisan group of 
Senators reached an agreement with 
the White House on an infrastructure 
framework—4 weeks. According to the 
negotiators, spurred on by this vote 
this afternoon, they are close to final-
izing their product. Even Republicans 
have agreed that the deadline has 
moved them far more quickly. 

Given the process of the bipartisan 
negotiations, I believe Senators should 
feel comfortable voting to move for-
ward today. I know that, since I set a 
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